1. (Amended) A distributed commiJucations service system, comprising: 

a mobile unit carried by a user, wherein said mobile unit is configured to transmit 

identification information indicating a usel of the mobile unit, wherein the mobile unit 

transmits the identification information in II wireless fashion; 
a network; 

a plurality of distributed wirelessfaccess points coupled to said network, wherein 
each of said plurality of wireless access points is configured to generate a wireless signal 
to cause a mobile unit in proximity to the wireless access point to generate a response, 
wherein each of said plurality of wireless access points is also configured to receive the 
identification information indicating tnl user of the mobile unit, wherein, after detection 
of said mobile unit by a first wireless access point of said plurality of wireless access 
points in proximity to said mobile unft, and after receipt of the identification information 
indicating the user of the mobile unit, one or more past transactions of the user of the 
mobile unit are identified, and said /first wireless access point transmits information to 
said mobile unit that is dependent upon the past transactions of the user of the mobile 
unit, wherein the first wireless accesll poij^'^nsmits the information to the mobile unit in 
a wireless fashion. 




13. (Amended) A distributed commj^cations service system, comprising: 
a mobile unit carried by a user, wherein said mobile unit is configured to transmit 

identification information indicating a user of the mobile unit, wherein the mobile unit 

transmits the identification informltion in a wireless fashion; 
a network; i 

at least one information provider coupled to the network; 

a plurality of wireless acciss points coupled to said network and distributed in a 



region, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access points is configured to generate a 
wireless signal to cause a mobile unit in proximity to the wireless access point to generate 
a response, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access points is also configured to 
receive the identification information indicating the user of the mobile unit, wherein, after 
detection of said mobile imit by a first wireless access point of said plurality of wireless 
access points in proximity to said mobile unit, and after receipt of the identification 



information indicating the user of the mobile piit, the identification information 
indicating the user of the mobile unit is transnytted to the at least one information 
provider; 

wherein the at least one information pr^ider identifies past transactions of the 
user of the mobile unit, where the at least one mformation provider provides information 
through said network and through said first ^wireless access point to said mobile unit, 
wherein the at least one information provid^ provides said information dependent upon 
the past transactions of the user of the mobile unit, wherein the first wireless access point 
transmits the information to the mobile unit'in a wireless fashion. 



23. (Amended) A method of using wireless network access points (APs) to 
service mobile users who are in a vicinit/ of the APs, the method comprising the steps of: 
(a) a wireless access point scanning its coverage area to cause a portable 



/ 

computing device in proximity to the 
wherein said scanning comprises det|cti: 
in the vicinity of one of said APs, wheri 
user, wherein said scanmng and said^ei 
(b) providing identification in 



on 
^ic 




access point to generate a response, 
resence of a portable computing device 
^portable c^rf^puting device is carried by a 
mned in a wireless manner; 
indicating the user of the portable 



computing device to said one of ^id APs in response to said detecting, wherein said 
providing is performed in a wireless manner; 

(c) an information provider accessing past transaction information indicative of 
the past transactions of the user associated with said identification information; 

(d) the information Iprovider transmitting information to the portable 
computing device through said one of said APs, wherein a content of the information is 
dependent upon the past transactions of the user of the portable computing device, 
wherein said one of said APs provides the information to the portable computing device 
in a wireless fashion. 



36. (Amended) A method of providing advertising to users of mobile units, the 
method comprising: 



(:# cm 



a wireless access point scanning its covemge area to cause a portable computing 
device in proximity to the wireless access point tp generate a response; 

the wireless access point detecting the presence of a mobile unit in the vicinity of 
a the wireless access point, wherein the mobileiunit is carried by a user; 

determining past transactions of a use™f the mobile unit; 

the wireless access point transmittin^advertising information to the mobile unit in 
response to said detecting, wherein the adjl^ertising information is dependent upon the 
past transactions of the user of the mobile unit, wherein at least a portion of said 
transmitting is performed by the wireless access point in a wireless fashion. 



38. (Amended) A method of providing advertising to users of mobile units, the 
method comprising: j 

a wireless access point scannina^f^ coverage area to cause a mobile unit in 
proximity to the wireless access point|(^ g/n^ 

detecting the presence of a mbbM imit in 

by ai 



rate a re^onse; 

'le vicinity of a the wireless access 



point, wherein the mobile unit is cai^e 

providing past transactions of a uSSTof the mobile unit to a provider in response 
to said detecting; j 

the provider transmitting advertising information to the mobile unit, wherein the 
advertising information is dependent upon the past transactions of the user of the mobile 
unit, wherein at least a portion said transmitting is performed by the wireless access 
point in a wireless fashion. 



39. (Amended) A distributed communications service system, comprising: 

a mobile unit, wherein /said mobile unit is configured to transmit identification 

information indicating a user of the mobile unit, wherein the mobile unit is carried by a 

user; 

a network; 

one or more service providers coupled to the network; and 
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a plurality of wireless access points couple^o said network and distributed in a 
region, wherein each of said plurality of wireless yaccess points is configured to scan its 
coverage area to cause a portable computing dcvfcQ within the coverage area to generate 
a response, wherein, after detection of said mobile imit by a first wireless access point in 
proximity to said mobile unit, information is transmitted to a first service provider, said 
information including identification inform^on indicating the user of the mobile unit; 

wherein said first service provider^ operable to perform a service in response to 
said information, wherein said service is performed based on the past transactions of the 
user of the mobile unit. 



42. (Amended) A distributed^ponunun^^^ service system, comprising: 
a plurality of wireless access point^ operable to be coupled to a network and 
distributed in a region, wherein jjeach ^^/^ plurality of wireless access points is 
configured to scan its coverage area to^us^a mobile unit within its coverage area to 
generate a response detect a niobile mm^n a wireless^fashion, wherein each of the 
plurality of wireless access points is also configured^to receive identification information 
indicating a user of the mobilejunit, wh €3'ei_ii< gafl^ detection of said mobile unit by a first 
wireless access point of the phirality of access points in proximity to the mobile unit, and 
after receipt of the identification information indicating the user of the mobile unit, the 
first wireless access point transmits information to the mobile unit in a wireless fashion, 
wherein the information isjdependent upon past transactions of the user of the mobile 
unit. 



Please cancel claims 43-45. 



Please add the following new claims: 
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46. (New) An airport terminal based cprnmimications service system, 
comprising: / 

a mobile unit carried by a user in the airport ^rminal, wherein said mobile unit is 
configured to transmit identification information iindicating a user of the mobile unit, 
wherein the mobile unit transmits the identification information in a wireless fashion; 

a network located in the airport terminal/ 

a plurality of wireless access points located in the airport terminal and coupled to 
said network, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access points is configured to 
communicate with said mobile unit, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access 
points is also configured to receive the identification information indicating the user of 
the mobile unit, wherein, after receipt of ihe identification information indicating the user 
of the mobile unit by a first wireless /ccess p^int of said plurality of wireless access 



points in proximity to said mobile unitf and after^ or more past transactions of the user 
of the mobile unit are identified, said^first wirelessjaccess point transmits information to 



said mobile imit that is dependent upon tie pasrtransactions of the user of the mobile 
unit, wherein the first wireless access point n^smits the information to the mobile unit in 
a wireless fashion. 




47. (New) The airportlterminal based communications service system of claim 
46, wherein the past transactions include one or more of requirements, preferences, and 
habits of the user. 

I 

48. (New) The airport terminal based commumcations service system of claim 

46, wherein the past transactions include information extrapolated fi-om the user's past 

I 

practices which indicates probable fiiture actions consistent with the past practices. 

49. (New) Th^irport terminal based communications service system of claim 
46, wherein the past tr^isactions include past commercial activities of the user. 

50. (New) The airport terminal based communications service system of claim 
46, further comprising: 
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a plurality of information providers coupled to said network, wherein each of said 
information providers is operable to provide said info/nation through said network and 
through said first wireless access point to said mobil/ unit based on the past transactions 
of the user of the mobile unit. 

51. (New) The airport terminal based communications service system of claim 
46, further comprising: / 

one or more information providers connected to said network, wherein a first 
information provider of said one or more information providers is operable to receive the 
identification information indicating th^Cser of the mobile unit, wherein the first 
information provider is operable to identi^ the past transactions of the user of the mobile 
unit and provide said information through said network and through said first wireless 
access point to said mobile unit, wherein s^ information is dependent upon the past 
transactions of the user of the mobile/umt. 

./ . m , / 

52. (New) The airport terminaf based commumcations service system of claim 

/I / 
51, wherein said one or more information providers incluue one or more of car rental 

( V ^ 

agencies, hotels, restaurants, airline rese^ation centers, banks, taxi services, and bus and 
train reservation offices. 



53. (New) The airport terminal based conmiunications service system of claim 
51, fiirther comprising a management information base for storing at least one of a 

topology of the network, /directory of elements coupled to the network, characteristics 

I 

of individual ones of said/ elements, characteristics of connection links, and performance 

I 

and trend statistics of the network. 

54. (New) The airport terminal based conmiunications service system of claim 
46, wherein said information is fiirther dependent on a current known location of the 
mobile unit. 
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55. (New) The airport terminal based communications service system of claim 
46, wherein the plurality of wireless access point^are arranged at known locations in a 
geographic region; 

wherein said information is further dep/ndent on a known location of said first 
wireless access point. 

56. (New) The airport terminal based communications service system of claim 

/ 

46, wherein the past transactions comprise^past rental car transactions of the user. 

57. (New) The airport tei^nal based communications service system of 
claim 46, wherein the wireless access|point operates to scan its coverage area to cause a 
mobile unit in proximity to the wireless access^^pifft to generate a response. 




58. (New) An airport terminal J?ased communications service system, 
comprising: 

a mobile unit carried by a user, wherein said mo^le unit is configxired to transmit 
identification information indi^iting a us^^^Hhe mobile unit, wherein the mobile unit 
transmits the identification information in a wireless fashion; 

a network; j 

at least one information provider coupled to the network; 



a plurality of wireless access points located in the airport terminal and coupled to 
/ 

said network, wherein the plurality of wireless access points are distributed in the airport 
terminal, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access points is configured to 
communicate with said |nobile imit, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access 
points is also configured to receive the identification information indicating the user of 
the mobile imit, whereifi, after detection of said mobile unit by a first wireless access 
point of said plurality of wireless access points in proximity to said mobile unit, and after 
receipt of the identification information indicating the user of the mobile unit, the 
identification information indicating the user of the mobile unit is transmitted to the at 
least one information provider; 
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wherein the at least one information provider identifies past transactions of the 
user of the mobile unit, where the at least one informafion provider provides information 
through said network and through said first wireless access point to said mobile unit, 
wherein the at least one information provider provi'^es said information dependent upon 
the past transactions of the user of the mobile unit/lvherein the first wireless access point 

transmits the information to the mobile unit in a wireless fashion. 

// 

// 
// 

59. (New) A hotel based communications service system, comprising: 
a mobile unit carried by a user in the airport terminal, wherein said mobile unit is 
configured to transmit identification infonnation indicating a user of the mobile unit, 
wherein the mobile unit transmits the ideiitification ^formation in a wireless fashion; 
a network located in the hotel; 
a plurality of wireless access ^points k^ated^in the hotel and coupled to said 
network, wherein each of said plurality ji^h^^ss access points is configured to 
communicate with said mobile imit/ wherein each of said plurality of wireless access 
points is also configured to receive the identification information indicating the user of 
the mobile unit, wherein, after rec^pt of the\^^i^aJi€»tfmfbrmation indicating the user 
of the mobile unit by a first wireless access point of said plurality of wireless access 
points in proximity to said mobile imit, and after one or more past transactions of the user 
of the mobile unit are identified, said first wireless access point transmits information to 
said mobile unit that is dependent upon the past transactions of the user of the mobile 
unit, wherein the first wireles/access point transmits the information to the mobile unit in 
a wireless fashion. 



60. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 59, wherein 
the past transactions inclu^de one or more of requirements, preferences, and habits of the 
user. 





61. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 59, wherein 
the past transactions include information exn-apolated from the user's past practices 
which indicates probable future actions consis/ent with the past practices. 

62. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 59, wherein 
the past transactions include past commer^al activities of the user. 

63. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 59, further 
comprising: / 

a plurality of information providers coupled to said network, wherein each of said 
information providers is operable toA)rovide said information through said network and 
through said first wireless access pgint^o said mobile unit based on the past transactions 
of the user of the mobile unit. 

64. (New) The hotel bas^& ^oi^^unications service system of claim 59, further 
comprising: 

one or more informatio^n Wviders connoted to said network, wherein a first 

information provider of said one or nfereinfomiation providers is operable to receive the 

I 

identification information indicating the user of the mobile xinit, wherein the first 

1 

information provider is operable to identify the past transactions of the user of the mobile 

unit and provide said information through said network and through said first wireless 

I 

access point to said mobile unit, wherein said information is dependent upon the past 

I 

transactions of the user of tiie mobile unit. 



65. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 64, wherein 
I 

said one or more information providers include one or more of car rental agencies, hotels, 

I 

restaurants, airline reservation centers, banks, taxi services, and bus and train reservation 
offices. 



66. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 64, further 

I 

comprising a management information base for storing at least one of a topology of the 
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network, a directory of elements coupled to trfe network, characteristics of individual 
ones of said elements, characteristics of connection links, and performance and trend 
statistics of the network. 

67. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 59, wherein 
said information is further dependent on a Gurrent known location of the mobile unit. 

68. (New) The hotel based communications service system of claim 59, wherein 
the plurality of wireless access points lire arranged at known locations in a geographic 
region; I 

wherein said information is further ^dependent on a known location of said first 
wireless access point. 



69. (New) The hotel based conMnunic^tions service system of claim 59, wherein 



the past transactions comprise pastrentd ca^?^ransactions of the^user. 



70. (New) The air^6rt t|mimalba^^ service system of 

claim 46, wherein the wireless access pomfSp^ates to scan its coverage area to cause a 
mobile xmit in proximity to the /wireless access point to generate a response. 



71. (New) A hotel based communications service system, comprising: 

a mobile unit carried|by a user, wherein said mobile unit is configured to transmit 

identification information indicating a user of the mobile unit, wherein the mobile unit 

transmits the identification information in a wireless fashion; 
a network; j 

at least one information provider coupled to the network; 

a plurality of wirlless access points located in the hotel and coupled to said 

I 

network, wherein the pluraUty of wireless access points are distributed in the hotel, 
wherein each of said pllrality of wireless access points is configured to communicate 
with said mobile unit, wherein each of said pluraUty of wireless access points is also 
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configured to receive the identification information indicating the user of the mobile unit, 
wherein, after detection of said mobile unit by A first wireless access point of said 
plurality of wireless access points in proximity tor said mobile unit, and after receipt of the 
identification information indicating the us^^ of the mobile unit, the identification 
information indicating the user of the mo|)ile uni/is transmitted to the at least one 
information provider; 

identifies past transactions of the 




ation proW^r provides information 



wherein the at least one informafic 
user of the mobile unit, where the at le^t orfe ir 

through said network and through said fir|t wireless^^^^^^oint to said mobile unit, 
wherein the at least one information provider^e^id€s said information dependent upon 
the past transactions of the user omhe mobile unit, wherein the first wireless access point 
transmits the information to the mobile imit in a wireless fashion. 
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